


Selling tobacco products is 
a critical responsibility.

Retailers must:

Ensure they are properly licensed•	

Verify tobacco products they sell are •	
affixed with the tax identification 
required by law

Ensure applicable taxes have been •	
paid on all other tobacco products  
(OTP)

Be vigilant against sales to persons •	
under 18

The Washington State Liquor Control 
Board is your partner in preparation for 
this important responsibility. This brochure 
contains the basics of proper tobacco 
licensing, sale requirements and WSLCB 
contact information should you need help.

Detailed information regarding the sale and 
distribution of tobacco in Washington is 
available on the Liquor Control Board Web 
site at www.liq.wa.gov

A license is required to sell 
tobacco in Washington 
State. 

Applying for a Cigarette or Tobacco 
License 
Retail and wholesale distributor tobacco 
licenses are available through the 
Washington State Department of Licensing 
(DOL). To apply: 

Complete a Master Business License 1.	
Application. Applications are available on 
the DOL Web site at www.dol.wa.gov

Select the type of specialty license you 2.	
are seeking

Fill out the required paperwork and 3.	
submit to the Department of Licensing

Wholesale Purchase Only
Tobacco for retail sale must be purchased 
from a wholesaler or distributor licensed in 
Washington State.

Keep Invoices 
Retailers must keep invoices on the premises 
where tobacco is sold (or copies of invoices) 
for the previous five years.

Invoices must show the seller’s and •	
purchaser’s name 

Tobacco Tax Stamp Required 
Cigarettes must have a tax stamp on 
each pack. 

Tax stamps show that you have paid •	
required taxes on the tobacco products 
you sell

It is illegal to sell cigarettes without a •	
state tax stamp or have them on your 
premises

Below are examples of valid tobacco tax •	
stamps

Selling tobacco without a 
Washington State license is a felony.

There are two general license types: 

A Wholesaler/Distributor license for 1.	
wholesale tobacco sales to retailers  
Tobacco Distributor license: is required 
for businesses that purchase, sell, or 
distribute tobacco products other than 
cigarettes to retailers for resale.

A Retail license for retail tobacco sales 2.	
to consumers 
Cigarette Retailer License: This license 
is required for each retail location where 
cigarettes are sold. 
Tobacco Products Retailer License: This 
license is required for each retail location 
where tobacco products other than 
cigarettes are sold.

Retail Sales  
Requirements


